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CONFERENCE THEME

The conference theme, “Migrating Food Cultures: Engaging Pacific Perspectives 

on Food and Agriculture,” invites us to reflect on and engage with the entirety of 

the Pacific region. The conference setting of Los Angeles, California, is a dynamic, 

diverse, and multiethnic global city that serves as a gateway, destination, and 

waypoint. Much of the food itself in California is produced in part by migrating 

workers and immigrants; indeed, the food scene in Los Angeles is the result of 

migrating food cultures. We use our conference’s location to invite participants to 

imagine and explore how the agricultural and food worlds throughout the Pacific 

mesh with environmental, social, cultural, historical, and material resources. We 

likewise invite participants to examine the roles of people, place, innovation, 

food production, and consumption, with attention to how these roles reflect and 

reinforce the social, economic, and cultural food landscapes of the Pacific.

AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND HUMAN VALUES SOCIETY 
(AFHVS) 

The Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society was formed in 1987 and 

promotes interdisciplinary research and scholarship on the vales, visions, and 

structures underlying contemporary food systems, nationally and internationally. 

Through conferences and its journal, Agriculture and Human Values, it explores 

alternative visions of more democratic and decentralized food systems that sustain 

local and regional communities, cultures, and habitats. http://afhvs.wildapricot.org/

ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF FOOD AND SOCIETY 
(ASFS) 

The Association for the Study of Food and Society was founded in 1985 with the 

goals of promoting interdisciplinary approaches to food, society, and culture. It has 

continued that mission by holding annual meetings and through the publication 

of the journal, Food, Culture & Society, which has received awards for design and 

content. http://www.food-culture.org/
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L5 • JOHNSON 203
Roundtable: Teaching about Organic Food, 
Farming and Culture

ORGANIZER:

Janet Chrzan, University of Pennsylvania

PARTICIPANTS:

Janet Chrzan, University of Pennsylvania

Jacqueline Ricotta, Delaware Valley University

Jonathan Deutsch,Drexel University

John T. Lang, Occidental College

Leigh Bush, University of Indiana

Miriam Cantwell, Bloomsbury Academics

L6 • JOHNSON 301
Collaboration, Capacity, and Complexity

Capacity Building for Regional Food System Change 
in Rural-Urban Spaces: Considerations on Complexity, 
Hope, and Social Justice
Kim Niewolny, Virginia Tech

Tracy Kunkler, Social Profit Strategies

International University Strategic Partnerships: Critical 
for Food, Agriculture & Natural Resources
William Lacy, University of California, Davis

Xiaoguang Liu, Nanjiang Agricultural University

Funding a ‘People’s Food Justice Geography’: 
Supporting Community-Academic Collaborations 
as Fundamental Food Movement Work
Daniel Block, Chicago State University

Kristin Reynolds, Independent Scholar

L7 • JOHNSON 302
Food Systems, Health, and Well-being: 
Understanding Complex Relationships 
and Dynamics of Change

ORGANIZER:

Gerad Middendorf, Kansas State University

Making the Connections among Food Systems, Health, 
and Well-being
Ardyth Gillespie, Cornell University

Emily Krengel, Cass County (Iowa) Health System

Culturing a Food Desert: locating and augmenting 
in situ healthy food procurement
Catherine Brinkley, University of California, Davis

Subhashni Raj, University at Buffalo

Megan Horst, Portland State University

School Gardens: the good, the bad, and the ugly
Christine E.H. Coker, Mississippi State University

Food Deserts in the Breadbasket: A Rural-Urban 
Comparison
Michael Miller, Kansas State University

Patrick Rissler, Kansas State University

Gerad Middendorf, Kansas State University

Spencer Wood, Kansas State University

L8 • JOHNSON 303
Roundtable: Food Policy Councils as 
Institutions for Engaging Diverse 
Perspectives on Food and Agriculture

Gail Feenstra, University of California, Davis

Kate Munden-Dixon, University of California, Davis

Anne Palmer, Johns Hopkins University

Jill Egland, United Way of Kern County

L9 • JOHNSON 315
Sense and Taste

Traversing the Blind Kitchen
Jason Jay, University of the Pacific

Traditional Flavors for New Audiences: The Japanese 
Culinary Academy’s Mission to Promote Authentic Japanese
Cuisine Greg de St. Maurice, Ryukoku University

The cosmopolitan palate and the ephemeral taste for 
‘alternative’ eating in the Philippines
Marvin Joseph Montefrio, Yale-NUS College

The Effects of Class and Status on Sensorial Experiences 
While Consuming Sweets
Caroline Erb-Medina, The Graduate Center-CUNY


